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Translated from the original work published in Japan in the seventies, this book is an invaluable

source of information to students and enthusiasts of the Pacific War. From a Japanese perspective,

it tells how the IJN air groups were organized, who their leaders were, how they performed in

combat, etc. Besides, there's a section on the ace pilot's biographies and some very useful

appendixes with lists of aces, pilots killed in action and a summary of the major air battles.

I just finished reading this book and would recommend it to anyone interested in the pacific air war. I

found information and photos that I have not seen in any other book. I would advise the reader to

not put much faith in the statistics given regarding victories and losses by the Japanese. This book

was written by Japanese authors and intended to be read by the Japanese public. The book is well

worth the price.

This book is written strictly from the Japanese perspective. But unfortunately, after so many years, a

lot of the Pacific Air War is still only understood in the West via books written strictly, or pretty much,



from the Western perspective. There are now a number of notable exceptions to that statement,

books written in English using sources from both sides. However for various episodes involving

Japanese Navy fighters, it's still either this translation or nothing, as far as English language books

giving the Japanese side. It's an indispensable resource, a must have, for anyone at all seriously

interested in the Pacific Air War. I think the low rated reviews completely miss the point of why one

would buy this book.

This is a great book for anyone interested in Japanese world war 2 pilots and their squadrons. Great

biographies and the most complete listing of Japanese naval aces ever published in an English

translation. I highly recommend the book to anyone with interest in Japanese aces or squadrons of

world war 2.

A lot of sappy coverage on the pilots... reads like a high school yearbook written by a drunk

cheerleader. A lot of motherhood statements and glorified rubbish about the Imperial Japanese

Navy. Interesting that the writer claims that the IJN only had a few of its planes shot down during the

Mariannas Turkey Shoot. If I were you, I'd just borrow it from the library, worth a laugh.

Hata writes a great book apart from the fact that the sources chosen are overly biased and Hata

does not acknowledge this. Also the fact that Hata goes into this foray with a direct intention to

discredit Iris Chang with her claims in the Rape of Nanking is damaging to what is otherwise a

plausible extrapulation of a complex issue.

Useful for details of personnel and units, but marred by fantastical inaccuracies in accounting of

claims and losses.
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